
 

Excursion to Birka – Sweden’s first city 
 

Birka is regarded as Sweden’s first city. The Viking City of Birka is situated on the island of 

Björkö in Lake Mälaren, Birka was one of the most important trading centers for Vikings. On 

the island you can go strolling in the cultural landscape, join a guided tour of the 

archaeological fields and visit the Birka Museum. You can also visit the reconstructed Viking 

village with its typical forges and weaving cabins.  

 

Boat sightseeing trips in Stockholm are very popular, as the city is surrounded by lake 

Mälaren and the ocean (Saltsjön, which is connected to the archipelago & Östersjön). There 

are many bridges in central Stockholm, here’s some inspiration to the boat trip we will have. 

 

Program 

11.00 Lunch sandwiches & drinks are handed out 

11.10 Departure from Stockholm University, Svante Arrhenius väg 16A, by bus 

12.00 Boat trip from Rastaholm (map) to Björkö (map) with M/S Tranan 

12.45 Arrival at Birka - activities in groups: 

• Guided tour at Birka (45-60 min, about 1.5 km walk) 

• Visit the museum  

• Look at the Viking city & boats 

• Try out using a replica viking bow and arrow! 

14.45 Boat trip to Stockholm - snacks will be served, and drinks will be sold! 

17.00 Arrival at Klara Mälarstrand (map) – possible to exit, the boat trip continues 

around Södermalm and via the Hammarby locks to Nybroviken. 

18.00 Arrival at Strandvägen (map) – final destination 

 

Please sign up which activities you want to join at Birka, to minimize the waiting time. 

 

Practical details 

You can leave belongings on M/S Tranan during the visit at Birka. 

You can purchase food and drinks at Birka if you want. 

If you need to leave the excursion early, you can rent a taxiboat for the return trip Björkö – 

Rastaholm, and then take a taxi to the central station or airport. 

Remember comfortable shoes & sun screen! 
 

 
Bus ride in blue, boat ride in red 

 

 

https://www.birkavikingastaden.se/en/
https://www.stromma.com/en-se/stockholm/sightseeing/sightseeing-by-boat/under-the-bridges-of-stockholm/
https://www.google.se/maps/place/Rastaholm/@59.292351,17.5716124,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x465f0b87977066c7:0xc88c673bd7f3be93!8m2!3d59.2923723!4d17.6453436!16s%2Fg%2F11dykh1n_?entry=ttu
https://www.google.se/maps/place/178+92+Björkö/@59.3259317,17.536739,14z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x465f091745622a8b:0x98ceaccf27cf53f2!8m2!3d59.333333!4d17.55!16s%2Fg%2F1tlczt31?entry=ttu
https://angsholmen.se/m-s-tranan/
https://www.google.se/maps/place/Klara+Mälarstrand/@59.327721,18.0553606,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x465f77e001455d31:0x306a1b74668f301d!8m2!3d59.327721!4d18.0579409!16s%2Fg%2F12hn2b273?entry=ttu
https://www.portsofstockholm.com/stockholm/locks/
https://www.google.se/maps/place/Ängsholmen+Rederi+AB/@59.3314206,18.0837331,19.06z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x465f9d50c148c6ad:0x73b8529602a339c9!8m2!3d59.3310054!4d18.0849322!16s%2Fg%2F1wk4bpkc?entry=ttu
https://www.birkavikingastaden.se/en/how-to-get-here/
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